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Current Staff 

Zul Surani  
In-kind Project Director 

 

Loraine Agustin, MPH 
Program Manager 

 
Janet Biswas 

Shobha Dravid  
Community Outreach  

 

Former Staff 

Jina Peiris 
Cancer survivor, advocate, and 

patient navigator, American 
Cancer Society (R2R), Susan G 

Komen for the Cure (API 
National Advisory Council), 

APINCSN (Steering 
Committee), Lance Armstrong 

Foundation 
 

Farah Alam-Lopez, 
MBBS, MPH 

Corporate Secretary 

 

Volunteers 

Poonum Dhokia 

Sruti Gurunath 

Taslima Kabir 

Zohra Lakhani 

Lubna Lipton 

Madhuri Mistry 

Kavita Ramakrishnan 

Jae Hyun Shin, MPH 

Randa Wahbe  

Nipa Warda 
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 “Saath” means:   

               
 
 
 

Saath is dedicated to assisting South Asians with cancer through information, 
navigation and support.  Saath also supports health promotion and advocates 

on behalf of South Asians on issues affecting the community’s health. 

  

 Saath and UCLA Launch Study supported by California 
Breast Cancer Research Program 

 
 

Dr. Beth Glenn of UCLA, Zul Surani of Saath and Dr. Roshan Bastani, Associate Dean 

for Research, of UCLA School of Public Health  

 

Become a Saathi Today!!! 

Provide latest cancer information 
Provide translation services 

Navigate survivors through health care system 
Provide help in understanding treatment options and 

available clinical trials 
Assist in getting free medicines 

Donate resources (financial, material, and knowledge) 

Contact us on how to become a Saathi today! 
        No experience necessary. We will train you. 

For information: 
(866) 459-8474 
saathusa@saathusa.org
www.saathusa.org 

 
 

Guide 
  

  Support 
  

Companion 
One Voice 

                                 
 

Together 
 

Calling Dedicated, Compassionate Individuals and Donors 

to assist cancer survivors EVERY STEP OF THE WAY… 

   Navigator 
 

The purpose of the present study is to conduct a needs assessment by interviewing 
South Asian women diagnosed with breast cancer. The collected information will be 

used to enhance interventions aimed at addressing the needs of this target population. 
 

 

Subscribe to Saath news:  
Email us at saathusa@saathusa.org 

or visit www.saathusa.org 

We speak your language. 
Services available in Bengali, English, Gujarati, 
Hindi, Katchi, Punjabi, Sinhalese, and Urdu. 
 



  

  

Indian      Pakistani Bangladeshi 

Lubna Lipton Janet Biswas Shobha Dravid 

Sri Lankan 

Jina Peiris 

REACHING DIVERSE SOUTH ASIAN COMMUNITIES 
IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

 

     

   

                         

                 

   
 

  

 

     

  

  

                                                                         

  

 

 

 
   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Strong Partnerships 

with Mosques, 
Temples, 

Gurdwaras, 
Churches and 

Cultural 
Organizations 

 

 
 

Saath  
offers 

South Asian  
Cultural  

Competency 
Trainings for Health  

Providers,  
Social Workers & 

Researchers  

For information:  
(866) 459-8474 

saathusa@saathusa.org 
www.saathusa.org 

Stories from our community:  
Thriving after Cancer: Jina Peiris, Breast Cancer Survivor 

Saath commends Jina on her dedication to assisting cancer survivors in Los Angeles.  Her endeavor to 
provide hope and support to survivors and their families during the most difficult times exemplifies 
{ŀŀǘƘΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ {ŀŀǘƘƛΣ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻΣ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ 9±9w¸ {¢9t hC ¢I9 
WAY.  Jina was diagnosed with breast cancer at the age of 47.  Since then, she has been an active 
volunteer for the American Cancer Society. Through her experience as a volunteer, she discovered 
her experience was not unique and that many women diagnosed with breast cancer faced 
tremendous adversities. As a result, Jina co-founded Saath which aims to provide support to South 
Asians from cancer diagnosis to treatment to survivorship. Today, Jina has overcome breast cancer 
and is not only surviving, but thriving and contributing to the community.  She has taken a bold step 
towards raising awareness about breast cancer among South Asian communities by empowering 
ǿƻƳŜƴ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ŀ ǘƻǇƛŎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƳƛǎǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ άǳƴǎǇŜŀƪŀōƭŜ.έ  WƛƴŀΩǎ 
life was turned upside down, but in a matter of few years has been able to turn it around and 
contribute her time and experience to survivors and their loved ones all over the U.S. We salute your 
efforts, Jina! For more of Jinaõs story, visit www.livestrong.org 

 

Demographics in Los Angeles 
Ethnic  
Groups 

Median Age Average 
House Size 

Below 
FPL 

200% of 
FPL 

Speak 
Other than 
English at 

Home 

Speak 
English 

Less than 
Ȱ6ÅÒÙ 
7ÅÌÌȱ 

Linguistically 
Isolated 

Households 

Pakistani 29 3.5 22% 42% 86% 25% 9% 
Bangladeshi 32 3.4 25% 53% 91% 52% 31% 
Asian Indian 32 3.0 12% 25% 79% 15% 11% 
Sri Lankan 36 3.0 7% 22% 73% 18% 8% 

Source: U.S. Census 2000, Summary File 4 

Total South Asian population in geographic areas that Saath covers is 145,381. This includes all Southern California 
Counties, Kern County and Fresno County. 

 

Partnerships/Funders 
UCLA Jonsson Cancer Center, CORICA, AANCART L.A. , South Asian Public Health Association, NCI’s Cancer Information Service, 
USC Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center, American Cancer Society, Special Service for Groups, California Breast Cancer Research 
Program, Asians for Miracle Marrow Matches, Partnered For Progress: Los Angeles County Regional Cancer Detection Partnership, 

Asian and Pacific Islander American Health Forum, The Orange County Affiliate of Susan G. Komen for the Cure, California Dialogue 
on Cancer 

 


